
2019 Annual Meeting and Conference    Shanty Creek Resort

5780 Shanty Creek Rd, Bellaire, MI 49615

June 21-22, 2019

l

www.MDTC.org



Oh	The	Places	You'll	Go...	in	Li4ga4on	

Trial	'ps	and	best	prac'ces	in	the	areas	of	auto	no-fault,	medical	malprac'ce	and	commercial	li'ga'on 

Program Schedule

Friday,  June 21, 2019     1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

www.MDTC.org

2019 Annual Meeting and Conference • Shanty Creek Resort

Welcome -  

Joshua K. Richardson

Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC  

MDTC President

- 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. -

General Session I 

Current Issues Facing Adjusters & How Trial 

Counsel Can Help

Panel of Adjusters:

Med Mal Adjuster: 

Jeremy Alan Wale, ProAssurance

No Fault Adjuster:

Catherine Groll, Farm Bureau Insurance 

 

- 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. -

Breakout Sessions:

• Medical Malpractice –  

Economic damages & Plaintiff Experts  

Lori A. Barker, Abbott Nicholson PC  

• No Fault Auto Insurance –  

No-Fault Provider Suits  

Jacklyn T. Pasquale Paletta, Cummings McClorey 

Davis & Acho PLC  

• Employment Law – 

Emerging Trends in Employment Litigation: Hot 

Issues in a #MeToo World  

Dean F. Pacific, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP  

Deborah L. Brouwer, Nemeth Law PC

- 3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. -

BREAK

- 3:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. -

Breakout Sessions:

• Medical Malpractice –  

Opioid Crisis/Controlled prescriptions in 

Michigan  

Gregory Drutchas, Kitch Drutchas Wagner 

Valitutti & Sherbrook  

Elise J. Arsenault, Kitch Drutchas Wagner 

Valitutti & Sherbrook  

• No Fault Auto Insurance –  

What is a Serious Impairment? 

Michael J. Jolet, Hewson & Van Hellemont PC  

• Commercial Litigation –  

Class Action Lawsuits  

Michael G. Brady, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 

Michael John Pattwell, Clark Hill PLC

   Ronald A. King, Clark Hill PLC

- 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. -

Vendor Reception

- 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. -

Dinner on your own

- 9:00 p.m. …

Hospitality Suite 



- 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. -

Annual Meeting

- 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. -  

General Session II

Appellate Level Guidance 

How to Preserve Issues?

Navigating the Appellate Practice

What’s the Difference in the Appellate Story 

Verses the Trial Story?  

Justice Megan Kathleen Cavanagh, Michigan 

Supreme Court

Hon. Nicholas S. Ayoub, 61st District Court

Mark J. Magyar, Dykema Gossett PLLC

- 9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. -

Breakout Sessions 

• Medical Malpractice –  

Reptile Theory and Impact on Standard of Care 

David M. Ottenwess, Ottenwess Taweel & Schenk 

PLC  

• No Fault Auto Insurance –  

Defending your Adjuster’s Deposition and 

Fighting Fraud with Social Media  

John C. W. Hohmeier, Scarfone & Geen PC  

Michael Huntsman, Cross Xamine Investigations, 

Inc.  

• Commercial Litigation –  

Shareholder Derivative Actions  

Kevin F. O’Shea, The Miller Law Firm PC  

Daniel D. Quick, Dickinson Wright PLLC

- 10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. -

BREAK

- 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon -

Judicial Panel –

War Stories: Trial Attorney Pitfalls and Success 

Stories From the Perspective of the Judge:

Conor B. Dugan, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP

Hon. Christopher P. Yates, 17th Circuit Court

Hon. George J. Mertz, 46th Circuit Court

Hon. Joseph J. Farah, 7th Circuit Court

- 12:30 p.m. -  

5k Fun Run Event aka Rockwell’s Ramble
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Fun Activities

Friday, June 21, 2019

Judicial/Vendor Reception

Thursday, May 10, 2018

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

FREE Event. Everyone is welcome including

family, guests, speakers, vendors.

The reception will provide an excellent 

opportunity for everyone at the conference to 

interact in a friendly and relaxed environment.

Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and two drink 

tickets     will be provided.

Saturday, June 22, 2019

Fun/Run/Talk/Walk

aka "Rockwell's Ramble"

Outside track

12:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: 
Gazell Fitness

Legal Copy Services

www.MDTC.org

• Cross Xamine Investigations

• Donan Engineering Co., Inc.

• ESi

• Exponent

• Explico Engineering Co.

• Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC

• Gazell Fitness

• Hewson & Van Hellemont PC

• JENSEN HUGHES 

• Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & 

Sherbrook

• Legal Copy Services

• MDD Forensic Accountants

• Murphy & Spagnuolo PC

• Pearson Transcription LLC

• Rimkus Consulting Group Inc.

• Scarfone & Geen PC

• Shadow Investigations

• Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge PC

• US Legal Support Company

Sponsors
updated 5-30-19 vs
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Annual Meeting & Conference Registration Form 

Full Name       Badge Name 

Spouse/Guest Full Name (Only if attending events)   Badge Name 

Company or Firm Name 

Company Address 

City      State  Zip  Fax 

Email Address (must provide to receive confirmation) 

Office Phone Number      Personal Phone Number 

Emergency Contact      Phone Number 

Is this your first time attending?     o Yes     o No   Special diet requests? 

               Registration fees include entrance for one person to attend Educational Sessions; all other activities are extra. 

o * MDTC Member...................................................................................................$295.00  $_______________________ 
* non -members who register at this rate will be invoiced the difference between a member/non-member rate 

 

 o Associate Member..................................................................................................$75.00  $_______________________ 

 

 o Non-Member..........................................................................................................$325.00  $_______________________ 

 

 o Group (3 or more attendees from your firm)     # of persons                      X $185.00  $_______________________ 
 Rate per attendee. Includes one year membership for Non-Member attendees. 

 

New Member SPECIAL -- cost of meeting & 1 year of membership 
*If registering as a new member with attendance, you must complete and sign the attached membership application and return it with your registration form. 

 

o 5 years or more in practice.....................................................................................$395.00  $_______________________ 

 

o Less than 5 years in practice...................................................................................$195.00  $_______________________ 

 

o Judicial /Vendor Reception (Friday, June 21, 2019) ................ $65.00 # of persons _________  $_______________________ 

 *Free for judges and vendor sponsors* 

         Total:  $_______________________ 

 

 

 

 
Return completed form with credit card information or check made payable to: 

MDTC 

PO Box 66, Grand Ledge, MI 48837 

Phone: 517-627-3745 / Fax: 517-627-3950 

Room Reservations: 

Shanty Creek Resort 

5780 Shanty Creek Rd, Bellaire, MI 49615 

(866) 486-7790 

Ask for Michigan Defense Trial Counsel group rates, code: 281055 

Room Deadline: 5/29/19 

 

Registration fee includes Education Sessions and Breaks. If you have any questions, please contact MDTC at (517) 627-3745. Payment MUST be received on or before date of the 

event. Refunds and cancellations must be received in writing 72 hours in advance of the event - less $50.00 administrative fee. 

* Membership applications must be completed and returned to MDTC with this Form for all NEW members  updated 11-21-19 BN 
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Special Events Registration Form

Fun/Run/Talk/Walk

aka “Rockwell’s Ramble”
Friday, May 11, 2018

Starting Time 1:00 p.m. (Sharp!)

Complimentary T-shirts awarded

to the first 50 registrants. 

T-shirts sponsored by:

Legal Copy Services

Robson Forensic, Inc.

Name of Participant(s):__________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Adult T-shirt Size (circle one)           M        L       XL:

Signature (each entrant must sign)

___________________________________________date_______________

___________________________________________date_______________

___________________________________________date_______________

Waiver 

For and in consideration of my 
participation in the Fun/Run/Talk/ Walk, I 
hereby agree, on behalf of myself, my 
heirs, my executor, administrators, and 
assigns to indemnify the Michigan 
Defense Trial Counsel and all officials of 
the race, and hold and save them 
harmless from and against any and all 
actions, claims, demands, liabilities, 
loss, damage or expense of whatever 
kind and nature which may at any time 
be incurred by reason of my 
participation in or my preparation for 
aforesaid race. Further, in the event of 
any injury, I do hereby give my 
permission and consent to authorize 
such first aid and/or medical and/or 
hospital care or treatment as deemed 
appropriate. I attest and verify that I 
have full knowledge of the risks involved 
in this event and am physically fit and 
sufficiently trained to participate in this 
event.
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MDTC representatives take pictures of attendees and presenters at MDTC events. By attending or presenting at a MDTC 
event, an individual consents and agrees to MDTC’s publication of that individual’s image on the MDTC website, in the 
Michigan Defense Quarterly, in MDTC’s e-newsletter, social media and in MDTC’s electronic marketing.  

Gazell Fitness
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